Dear Brothers and Sisters in the
Faith,
Wow! What an adventure our
Sabbatical of 2022 proved to
be…Travel included a path from
Florida to Kentucky to the Atlantic
Ocean…back to Kentucky and then
with Garry to the Pacific Ocean via Missouri and
the Dakotas, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho and
Washington – and back! We were in Yellowstone
National Park the day BEFORE the rivers overgrew
their banks and washed out roads. Never mind
that we saw Old Faithful blow steam into the air
in the rain…it was still awesome. A trip to Mount
Rushmore and Chief Crazy Horse, driving through
the Badlands and spending a night in an AirBnB
boat in Gig Harbor…seeing tons of family and acquiring a new family member along the way (5month-old Chiweenie named Hattie), all folded
together for a memorable and delightful escape
from the daily demands of ministry. Thank you
all for sending me off to refresh and renew. It
was just what I needed after our many months of
strange and challenging days with Covid issues
and navigating those perplexing waters of being
church without being able to do what we have
always done – gather and be faith family face to
face.
Speaking of Covid, I managed to contract the
virus while in Cape Cod at a Yoga Teacher Training event, along with 10 other participants in the
training. Thankfully it was a mild version – and
we were all vaccinated, so we simply moved our
training events outside and dealt with symptoms
amounting to allergies or a bad cold. In fact, we
spent several days thinking we were all allergic to
a huge cherry tree on the property that was in full
bloom! I do look forward to combining my Yoga
teacher training with some contemplative prayer
practices this fall and leading a six-week offering.
Be looking for those details in next month’s newsletter.
I also visited and met with several pastors of
churches that are engaged in implementing the
Growing Young strategies that we are working on
at Trinity, and am excited to share the learnings
with our team. This is such a crucial time for our
congregations to be reinventing our relationships

across generations – connecting the awe and
wonder of our youth with the wisdom and faith
stories of our elders. It is indeed a phenomenal
time to be church and to attend to the people
God has entrusted to our care.
We had an awesome time sending Vicar Roger
off – “properly roasted” at the beginning of July.
Now we have also welcomed Vicar Kerri and are
ready to jump into a new internship year. May
God continue to release us into the world filled
with love and joy, serving and encouraging one
another as we point to the One whom we follow!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Bobbie

Sundays at 10am in August

During August, J.O.Y. is taking a break, returning
in September! In the meantime, join us for the
following opportunities to gather at 10am on
Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall:
August 7th—We will fill Back to School bags
for Just for Girls
August 14th—Be part of our Faith Formation
Planning Team for this Fall!
August 21st—Learn about the Dead Sea
Scrolls from Chaplain Cliff!
August 28th—Mystery Gathering...get ready
to be surprised!

TLC Cruise
January 3-8, 2023 on

the brand new Celebrity
Beyond! You are invited.
Take a flyer with the
details from the bulletin board in the hallway outside of the church office.
Rates and amenities change according to
availability (until you book), so for more info,
please contact Barb Wolf: 941-224-1908 or
bwolf@expediacruises.com .
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Vicar’s Voice
Hello Trinity Lutheran Church community:
I’m excited to join you as your next
vicar! I appreciate the opportunity to learn
and worship with you, and I’m eager to
discover what new adventures God is
leading us toward.
Here’s a little bit about me:
I graduated in May from Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, IN, which is where I grew up with my
mom and an extended family of grandparents and delightfully crazy great aunts. I majored in psychology at Indiana
University in Bloomington, and after grad school I became
a psychology professor at Ball State University in Muncie,
IN. I taught classes on topics like cognition (thinking processes), memory, statistics, and psychology & law. My
research focused mainly on how eyewitnesses to crimes
remember what they observe, and how jurors make decisions.
Six years ago I began attending a Lutheran church in
Muncie after meeting the pastor and hearing him preach.
The congregation was friendly and welcoming, and the
theological messages resonated with me, so I became a
member a year later.
I’ve moved to Florida with my gray stripey cat, Tybalt
(“TIB-ult”). She’s named after Juliet’s murderous cousin in
Romeo & Juliet, but it’s supposed to be ironic because my
sweet kitty would never attack anyone. Interesting fact: I
estimate that she’s 56% dog because she comes when I
call her, likes belly rubs, can do some tricks, and loves to
hang out with me.
You might have guessed that I enjoy Shakespeare’s
works. I also like mountain biking, movies that are scary or
suspenseful, lots of kinds of music, and going to the beach
(which was kinda difficult in Indiana). I also admit to being
obsessed with the American Civil War…I probably would
have been a history professor if they hadn’t let me study
psychology.
I’m happy to be here! I hope to get to know many of
you soon and hear your stories.
Peace and blessings,
Vicar Kerri Vicar.Kerri@gmail.com

Rebecca’s Notes

Dear Friends,
August is an important time in
the life of a congregation that hopes
to welcome families into or back to
the fold. With a new school year starting up, the time for parents to establish a new or renewed family pattern of weekly commitments will come and go within a few weeks. Amidst a flurry
of new school gear, signing up for sports, music and other
extracurricular activities and establishing the weekly
routines that support this, we need to encourage parents to
make church activities a regular part of their week.
Take a moment to think about the families in your life.
Are you in the midst of raising your own children? Are you
a grandparent, aunt, uncle or godparent? Perhaps you are
close with some neighbors or friends who have a young
family. Either which way, planting a seed of invitation can
be as simple as telling someone about a meaningful experience you had at church or at a church activity. Letting
your friends and neighbors know the church is a regular
commitment of your own can spark an interest in the other
person to also make (or return to) a similar commitment.
On the flip side, when we are physically on the church
campus, let us be purposeful in extending the loving arms
of welcome to all who enter. Personal connections are the
most powerful way to cement strong commitments to
“church life”, especially for busy young families who are
pulled in many different directions every day.
From ACS 1038:
Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,
fling the church doors open wide.
May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside.
For in God there is a welcome,
in God we all belong.
May that welcome be our song.
See you in worship!

Rebecca Kasang beakietoo@gmail.com

Thank you, Dominic Cozzette!!! After an unparalleled tenure as Student Minister (serving 7
terms!), Dominic is heading off to college in Orlando in August. We send you off with high regard for
your gifts and talents as worship leader, and with much love. We can’t wait to see you when you
get back for breaks, and learn how you are doing in your ventures!
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Update on Julliana and Jamerson!
Many things are happening in the lives of Julliana and
Jamerson. Now that he is
walking, Jamerson is quick!
He loves to be on the move
and keeps Julliana busy. He
is now 19 months old and if
you are lucky, he will shine
his gorgeous smile your way
— feel your heart melt!
Jamerson is pictured here
learning the “ropes” from his
church buddie, Brooks!
Julliana continues to work at church on Fridays. She
has added the skill of “Med Tech” to her list of accomplishments and is working at Brookdale of Palma Sola Senior
Living, too. As Julliana’s long-term goals include nursing
school, this new job is a perfect fit. Many thanks to Susan
Shoffstall for helping facilitate this opportunity.
On August 10th, Julliana will resume her classes at
Manatee Technical College. While MTC used to have classes on the Bayshore High School campus, which was very
conveniently located for us to get her there, she will now
have to travel out Hwy 70 to the main campus of MTC for
class Monday through Thursday mornings from 10:15am12:45pm. We have a great dedicated team of folks who
have been helping with transportation, and would love to
have a few more drivers to help lighten the frequency of
service for everyone. If you are interested in lending a
hand, once a week or even once every other week, please
contact Pat Benson (pattyneenutty@gamil.com), or sign up
on a Blue Form and we will contact you.
Julliana’s asylum case continues to await a court date.
Sadly, we are aware that our immigration judges have thousands of cases each, and so the system is tremendously
slow — and as our attorney reminded us recently, not
geared toward the granting of asylum but rather its denial.
Still, he believes Julliana has a hopeful case.
Thank you to everyone for your continued financial
contributions that help to provide housing and necessities,
and for all who volunteer in the many ways that you do to
support and encourage and provide for Julliana and Jamerson, as pure beacons of God’s love in their lives!

Tree of Life Preschool

Providing Pre-Kindergarten Instruction and Christian
Childcare for 6 weeks - 5 years old: 941-747-1756

From TOL Director, Shawna Clark:
Wow, this summer flew by. We are saying goodbye to summer already and starting another school year on August
10th! We’re really looking forward to the fall.
Our weekly themes are:
• August 1st
End of summer fun
• August 8th
Back to school
• August 15th All about me -- "Spirit week"
• August 22nd Classroom rules
• August 29th My family and me; Grandparents day
We will start with “introductions” on Color and Shapes. The
Value we will study is Self Control.
We currently have a few openings for new students but
they’re going quickly. Please contact me for information:
941-747-1756.
Tree of Life Preschool and Daycare was established in 1990, has
grown through the years, and thrives today. TOL is a licensed facility
through the Florida Department of Children and Families, and also a
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) and School Readiness Provider
through the Manatee County Early Learning Coalition (ELC).

Back to School Projects

We are assisting Beth-El Farmworker Ministry and Just
for Girls to prepare their students as they return to school
on August 10th! Here’s how you can help:
 Fill backpacks for Just for Girls, Sunday, August 7th, at
10am, in our Fellowship Hall
 Provide a monetary gift to purchase the supplies for
Just for Girls
 Provide a monetary gift to purchase the backpacks and
school supplies for Beth-El’s migrant workers’ students
Since each school and age group require different supplies,
we are not asking for specific items to be brought in, but for
the funds to give the organizations to buy what’s needed.
Please indicate “Back to School.”

More Opportunities This Month:
Serve Hot Meal at Our Daily Bread
Thursday, August 11th, 9-11:30am

Ladies’ Chat & Chew
Thursday, August 18th, 5pm, Cipriano Cucina, 3561 53rd
Ave W, 34210. All are invited to join in! RSVP by August
14th to Pat Benson: pattybeenutty@gmail.com or 941758-4610.

August 2022
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3 Office
Closed

Thu
4 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

Fri
5 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

6

11 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon
9am Serve at
ODB

12 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

13

18 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

19 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

8:30pm AA
7
8:30am Worship
9:15am Contemporary
10am Fill Back Packs
10:45am Traditional

8 Office
9 Office Hours:
Hours:
9am-Noon
10am-Noon
8pm AA

3:15pm Sunday
Praise Band

14
8:30am Worship
9:15am Contemporary
10am Faith Formation
Team - All welcome
10:45am Traditional
Noon Welcome to
Trinity Luncheon

15 Office
16 Office Hours:
Hours:
9am-Noon
10am-Noon

21
8:30am Worship
9:15am Contemporary
10am Dead Sea
Scrolls Study
10:45am Traditional

22 Office
Hours:
10am-Noon

28
8:30am Worship
9:15am Contemporary
10am Mystery Topic!
10:45am Traditional

29 Office
Hours:
10am-Noon

8pm AA

8pm AA

8pm AA

3:15pm Sunday
Praise Band

10 Office
Closed

8:30pm AA
17 Office
Closed
7pm Church
Council

5:30pm Fun &
Faith-Spirit!

5pm Chat &
Chew

24 Office
Closed

3:15pm Sunday
Praise Band

25 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

4:45 PT rehearse
5:30pm Worship

4:45 PT rehearse
5:30pm Worship

20
9am TOL Board
4:45 PT rehearse
5:30pm Worship

8:30pm AA
23 Office Hours:
9am-Noon

Sat

26 Office
Hours:
9am-Noon

27
4:45PT rehearse
5:30pm Worship

8:30pm AA
30 Office Hours:
9am-Noon
3:15pm Sunday
Praise Band

31 Office
Closed
8:30pm AA

August Celebrations !
Birthdays
3rd
.4th
6th
8th
11th
12th
13th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
24th
25th

Loren Brown, Jean Bass, Constance Whitsett
Lilliana Baldowski-James, Heath Daughtry
Patricia Goldenstein
Sharon Lewis, William Nicholson
Leone Wilburn
Abbygayle Ralston
Naomi Duttarer
Thomas Zoltner
William Kribs, Eva Baessler
Arlene Weier
Sabrina Hardison
Richard Miller
Lucy Baber
Jeanette Landram
Edith Stright, Madeline Kalaman

25th
26th
29th
30th

Casey Cothron, Joshua Cothron
Garry Weston Sr., Gail Darga
Kerrie Coffey
Robert Klein

Anniversaries
2nd
4th
6th
12th
15th
20th
23rd
28th

Royden & Ginnie Cote
Edward & Nancy Willeman
Harold & Yolaine Parker
Duane & Carole Pletcher
David & Donna Gleeson
David & Patricia Smith, Stan & Judy Planty
Charles & Sandy Kasten
Tom and Suzann Zoltner

Faith Community Happenings...

We rejoice that after four and a half years awaiting a
kidney transplant, Jeff Reises received a kidney on July
10th at Tampa General. Jeff is home recuperating from
surgery and he and Jan are delighted to be able to figure
out life that is not filled with hemodialysis and long months
and years of waiting. They are both grateful for the prayers and encouragement of their faith community in this
process! Jeff, we can’t wait to see you in worship when it
is safe to be back with us!

July 24th, Rylie Bradley, Heath Daughtry, Lily Edwards,
Tanner Stephens (not pictured) and their awesome chaperone, Amanda Daughtry, were sent off with prayers for
an amazing faith adventure at Luther Rock in North Carolina. Thanks to all who contributed to help fund this time.
This camp was created as an alternate time for faith building with other High School Youth and Young Adults when
the ELCA National Youth Gathering was cancelled due to
Covid. We can’t wait to hear the stories when they return!

Congratulations to our High School Grads!!!
Dominic Cozzette, Tanner
Stephens and Maverick Wolf
completed their high school
studies and are off to college!
We rejoiced with them at a
reception in their honor in
June!

(Above) Tanner and Dominic
are encouraging Jamerson on
his way to learning !!

Eliza Ann Frees was baptized into the family of God on
Sunday, August 17th at our 10:45am worship. Proud big
brother, Brooks, was in attendance, along with Mom and
Dad, sponsors Mike and Kelcy, and family and friends.
Vicar Roger
was roasted in
TLC style! Now
he returns to his
final year of seminary with a solid
year of ministry
in his rear view,
and lots of plans
for serving with
new folks ahead!

(At right) Maverick is given his
quilt and scholarship from the
congregation.

Vicar Kerri’s
Pounding was a
great time to meet
our Intern #24!
Thanks to everyone who attended
and for all whose
gift cards and
cards of welcome
made her first
weekend in Florida
joy-filled!
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Mission Endowed Fund
This endowed fund was created to produce income to help Trinity share God’s
love in a number of various ministries and to address special needs inside and
without our faith community.
You can donate to our Mission Endowed Fund any time. These gifts accrue
to grow the principal in the fund, and disbursements are made yearly, with a
target of 3% annually. Thanks to all who have gifted this fund to make our disbursements possible! Please note “Endowed Fund” on your gift.

Electronic Giving
Wherever you are this summer, you may continue to support our ministries if
you have an internet connection! Secure “paperless” gifts may be made
through our website by clicking on the E-Giving logo in our News section, or at
the bottom of any page. Thank you!

“Noisy Offering” The last weekend of each month we

collect a “noisy offering” of coins and rustling paper to
support our neighbors in need who are served by Our
Daily Bread. You may also drop off your gifts at the
Church Office on Tuesdays, Thursdays or Fridays between 9am and Noon. Or, to be included in our monthly donation to ODB, you
may send a check or add an online contribution through eGiving, from our website. Thank you!

Praise and Pinch Form

As a congregation, we are committed to voicing our praises and “not sitting on
our pinches”! To be a healthy, faithful community, we need to be open with
one another about what we expect in all areas of our life together. If there is
anything in our community life that brings you joy or causes you to be concerned, please share your feelings and questions. Thank you for taking the
time to communicate about the ways we are doing well in our ministry together
at Trinity, and the areas that need attention. Please mail this form to the
church office.
Praises: _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Pinches: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
A specific question I would like answered: ____________________________
______________________________________________________________
Name________________________________________
(If you would like a direct response to your Praise or Pinch)
Mutual Ministry Team Members: Dale Haack, Chair, Jan Evans, Dave
Gleeson, Lucille Hymes, and Pastor Blackburn.

Stewardship Up-Date
January - June 2022
Offerings/Income:
$182,235.64
Expenses Paid:
Altar Guild
622.30
Building Maintenance
2,130.03
Copier Maintenance
2,926.88
Church Council
250.00
Custodial/Supplies
1,887.50
Electricity
5,409.38
Insurance-Liability
6,254.88
Lawn Maintenance
317.00
Office Expense
2,871.25
Postage
597.99
Security
553.22
Telephone/Internet
2,349.84
Water/Waste
1,118.68
Advocacy
3,000.00
Christian Education
653.77
Evangelism
254.08
Fellowship
398.78
Student Minister
1,200.00
Worship/Music
2,014.64
Synod Benevolence
9,000.00
Staff
120,943.49
Vicar Program
20,740.68
Total Expenses:
$185,494.39
General Fund Balance: $ -3,258.75
Summary: Thank you to everyone
for your faithful giving, which even
during these “dog days of summer”
has funded our ministry at 98.3%!
And many thanks to all who are funding additional ministry outside our
budgeted expenses, including our
back-to-school projects and Julliana’s
living expenses. You are a generous
people! -Your Stewardship Team
Trinity Lutheran Church
2200 26th St W Bradenton, FL 34205
Phone: 941.747.3081 Fax: 941.747.3082
www.TLCBradenton.com
Pastor Bobbie Blackburn: 941.243.9473
Vicar Kerri True: 941.301.0691
Sondra Lee: 941.243.7846
Rebecca Kasang: beakietoo@gmail.com
Barbara Robitaille: 941.747.3081
Facebook: @TLC Bradenton
Email: Trinitylutheransecretary@gmail.com
Tree of Life Preschool and Daycare
Shawna Clark, Director 941.747.1756
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We Pray for:
Paula Abrams
Don and Lucy Baber
Erika Chabra for Fred & Andy Chabra, Herman & Jan Greinig; Arlene & Ken Sharino; Joe
Grimaudo
Carol Heiden and daughter-in-law Susan Heiden
Gonzalo & Ana Hernandez, for Linda and Bonnie
Jim and Ginny Kollath for Jim’s sister,Nancy Kilen
Susan Hullett for Christine and Elaine
Dave and Julia Krause for Emma Krause
Bill and Dee Kribs for Rose Parker, Marilyn Deal
Debi Miller & John Mathey for Claudine Harris; Gavin & Sullivan York; John Mathey
Birgit & John Quam for Ryan Quam
Karen Petrin, and for stepdaughter, Toni Benuche
Judy and Stan Planty for Judy; Lois & Don Heling
Traci Pope
Roger & Carmen Raddatz for daughter, Kris Mylett
Wanda Ramsey
Jeff Reises in celebration of receiving a kidney transplant
Candy Rinnert
Candy Robinett
Mark Shoop, and for his mother Mary Ellen
Nan and Joe Sloss for Nan’s son, Ron Rueckert, for Mary Fischer
Joyce Snyder’s husband, Richard; Maryann, Stephanie, Jonathon, Chris Fillip, Christine,
Margie Fillip
Terry Terhardt
Vicar Kerri True
Dawn Walter
Arlene Weier, and for Charles Weier, Chris Glendening, Phyllis Wachunis
Connie Whitsett for grandson, Brandon Silcox
Mary Wright
June Wyss
Pat Zink

We Pray for
the Family and Friends of these
who entered the
Church Triumphant:
Lew Scheller, June 2nd
Joyce Mettille, June 8th
Stephen Parker, June 12th
Sandi Stein, July 23rd

Our Homebound:
Don and Lucy Baber BD 5/21 & 8/21
c/o Holly Brook
3503 14th St. W.
Bradenton FL 34205
Virginia Duttarer BD 8-13
10731 Old Tampa Rd.
Parrish FL 34219
Ann Guild BD 7/14
2405 156th Pl. E.
Parrish FL 34219
Lorraine Heidelberg BD 4/25
6104 10th Ave. W.
Bradenton FL 34209
Lu Hymes BD 6/7
4460 Fairways Blvd. #507
Bradenton FL 34209
Dorothy Royall BD 7/8
2015 32nd Ave. W. Unit 324
Bradenton FL 34205
Terry Terhardt BD 4/17
3810 Manorwood Loop
Parrish FL 34219

We Have Mail !

This list is edited monthly. To keep names on it, or to make changes, please note on a Blue
Form or contact the Church Office: 941-747-3081 or TrinityLutheranSecretary@gmail.com.
•

Ringers at Play. Ringing begins in September!
If you want to ring or learn to ring bells & chimes, please sign on a Blue Form by
Sunday, August 21st, to be
contacted.
Rehearsals resume on
Tuesday evenings in early
September.

•
•
•
•

•

We received thanks to all
of you for your gifts to:
our high school grads - for their
quilts and TLC scholarships
ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response
for $2408 for Eastern Europe Aid
Beth-El Farmworker Ministry for
$2083.17 to fund new flooring
Our Daily Bread for $3053.84 to help
feed those in need in Bradenton
Bradenton Cancer Center for the
TLC-Q’s handmade quilts/lap robes
for chemotherapy patients
Habitat for Humanity for $2500 toward the ongoing Interfaith Build

Trinity Lutheran Church
2200 26th Street West
Bradenton FL 34205
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August 2022 Newsletter
Tree of Life Preschool & Daycare
Providing Christian Childcare for 6
weeks to 5 years old 941-747-1756

2022 TLC Council Members:
President Gonzalo Hernandez
Vice President Dave Werning
Secretary Nick Frees
Treasurer Dave Cozzette
Amanda Arquette
Andy Bradley
Larry Helberg
Bruce Henke
Susan Hullett
Becky Mannon
Carole Pletcher
Barbara Shaner

RESIDENT or CURRENT RESIDENT

Trinity Trends is a monthly publication of:
Trinity Lutheran Church
10am August 7th—Fill Back to School bags for
Just for Girls

Trinity Weekly In-Person Worship Times

10am August 14th—Join Faith Formation Team to
Plan this Fall

Saturdays 5:30 pm Celebration Worship
Sundays
8:30am Worship
9:15am Contemporary Worship
10:45am Traditional Worship

10am August 21st—Join Chaplain Cliff to learn
about the Dead Sea Scrolls
See inside for details on all our activities.

All are welcome!

Trinity Staff
The Rev. Dr. Bobbie Blackburn, Pastor, 941-243-9473
Vicar Kerri True, Interning Pastor, 941-301-0691
Ms. Sondra Lee, Communications, 941-243-7846

Mrs. Rebecca Kasang, Organist and Choir Director
Mr. Sergei Glushonkov, Saturday Worship Music Leader
Ms. Barbara Robitaille, Parish Administrator

Email: TrinityLutheranSecretary@gmail.com
Website: TLCBradenton.com
Phone: 941.747.3081
Fax: 941.747.3082

Facebook: @TLCbradenton

